Dr. Pepper- Oral Script

By Don L. Wulffson

Hires Root Beer was named after the man who concocted it in 1876,
Charles E. Hires. Dr. Pepper has a stranger story behind how it was
invented and named.

Working at a pharmacy in Virginia around 1880 was a young man (whose
name has been lost to posterity). The young man, a “soda jerk,” fell in love
with the pharmacist’s daughter. Putting a quick end to the romance, the
pharmacist fired the young man and told him to get out of town and never
show his face again.

Jobless and broken-hearted, the young man went west, eventually ending
up in Waco, Texas. There he got a job, naturally enough, at a local soda
fountain. In time, the young man became well-known for two things: the
story of his unhappy romance back in Virginia and his knack for brewing
up original soft drinks.

As a joke, the young man’s customers named his best soft drink after the
pharmacist who had caused his broken heart. The pharmacist’s name
was Dr. Pepper
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